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WORLD  & ANCIENT  COIN  AUCTIONS 

SEPTEMBER  25-30,  2013  I LONG  BEACH  I LIVE  & ONLINE 

Selections  from  our  Official  September  Long  Beach  Auction 

Visit  HA. com/3026  to  view  the  catalog  and  place  bids  online 


SASANIAN  KINGDOM.  Ardashir  I (AD  224-241). 
AV  half-dinar.  Extremely  rare! 

Nearly  Extremely  Fine. 


ALEXANDRINE  EMPIRE.  Mazaeus,  as  satrap 
of  Babylon  (331-328  BC).  AV  double  daric. 
One  of  three  known!  Good  Very  Fine. 


ROMAN  EMPIRE.  Titus  (AD  79-81). 
Orichalcum  sestertius.  Rome,  AD  80-81. 
"The  Colosseum!'  Very  rare.  Very  Fine. 


ROMAN  EMPIRE.  Constans  (AD  337-350). 
AR  heavy  miliarense  Siscia,  AD  340-350. 
Extremely  rare!  Extremely  Fine. 


INQUIRIES: 


CYPRUS.  Salamis.  Pnytagoras. 

Cris  Bierrenbach 

Sam  Spiegel 

Ca.  350-331  BC.  AV  stater. 

Executive  Vice  President 

Senior  Numismatist 

Choice  Extremely  Fine. 

214-409-1661 

214-409-1524 

CrisB@HA.com 

SamS@HA.com 

David  Michaels 
Director,  Ancient  Coins 
310-492-8615 
DMichaels@HA.com 


Free  catalog  and  The  Collector's  Handbook 
($65  Value)  for  new  clients.  Please  submit  auc- 
tion invoices  of  $1000+  in  this  category,  from 
any  source.  Include  your  contact  information 
and  mail  to  Heritage,  fax  214-409-1425,  email 
CatalogOrders@HA.com,  or  call  866-835-3243. 

For  more  details,  go  to  HA.com/FCO. 


THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONEER 


HERITAGE 

AUCTION  s''"*'' 

f HA.com/FBCoins  5#  HA.com/Jwitter 


Annual  Sales  Exceed  $800  Million  I 800,000+  Online  Bidder-Members 


3500  Maple  Ave.  I Dallas,  TX  75219  I 800-USCOINS  (872-6467)  I HA.com 

DALLAS  I NEW  YORK  I BEVERLY  HILLS  I SAN  FRANCISCO  I HOUSTON  I PARIS  I GENEVA 


TX  & NY  Auctioneer  license:  Samuel  Foose  11727  & 0952360.  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  CA  Bond  #RSB2004175; 

CA  Auctioneer  Bond:  Carolyn  Mani  #RSB2005661.  Buyer's  Premium  f7.5%.  See  HA.com  for  details.  HERITAGE  Reg.  U.S.  Pat  & TM  Off.  26051 
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A TON  OF  NEWS  FOR  THE  250TH  ISSUE 


This  is  the  250th  issue  of  The  Shekel. 
I was  there  at  the  beginning,  thanks 
to  an  invitation  from  the  first  editor  of 
The  Shekel , Nat  Sobel.  You  can  read 
the  amazing  story  of  how  Nat  survived 
the  Holocaust  beginning  on  Page  6. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  Mel 
Wacks  and  Michael  Mooney  were  re- 
elected to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
David  Hendin  was  added  to  the  Board 
by  a unanimous  vote  of  our  Board  of 
Directors;  all  will  serve  until  August 
2016.  Board  member  Walter  Ostro- 
mecki  Jr.  was  elected  President  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  the 
largest  numismatic  organization  in  the 
world. 

The  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation named  The  Shekel  as  the 
Outstanding  Specialty  Numismatic 
Publication — congratulations  and 
sincere  thanks  to  our  editor  Andy 
Perala,  as  well  as  our  writers,  and  our 
friends  at  The  Israel  Coins  and  Med- 
als Corporation.  And  thanks  to  our 
Treasurer  Donna  Sims  who  manned 
(womanned?)  the  AINA  club  table  1 00 
percent  of  the  time,  and  to  my  wife  of 
nearly  50  years,  Esther  Wacks,  who 
assisted  Donna  most  of  the  time. 

More  happenings  at  the  ANA  Con- 
vention in  Chicago  include  meeting 
12-year  old  Isaac  Matitia,  accompa- 
nied by  his  dad  and  younger  brother; 
Isaac  has  written  an  article  that  will 
appear  in  a future  issue  of  The  Shekel. 
If  young  Isaac  can  do  it  so  can  you! 
Shekel  contributor  Simcha  Kuritzky 
displayed  several  Judaic  exhibits — 


and  won  two  First  Place  ribbons.  And 
board  member  Oded  Paz  won  the  Ben 
and  Sylvia  Odesser  Award,  presented 
jointly  by  TAMS  and  AINA,  for  his 
article  in  The  Shekel  about  Judaic 
Elongated  Coins. 

Our  new  Director,  David  Hendin, 
is  the  author  of  the  standard  reference 
on  ancient  Judaean  coins  Guide  to 
Biblical  Coins  now  in  its  fifth  edition, 

President’s  Message 

as  well  as  other 
books  and  frequent 
articles  in  The 
Shekel  and  else- 
where. He  is  also 
Adjunct  Curator 
at  the  American 
Numismatic  So- 
ciety. David’s  talk  at  the  annual  AINA 
Members  & Israel  Coins  and  Medals 
Meeting  was  on  “New  Discoveries  in 
the  Ancient  Judaean  Coin  Field.”  Da- 
vid revealed  that  in  doing  his  research 
he  has  examined  1 % million  coins 
over  the  past  45  years!  For  those  who 
could  not  attend,  David  Hendin’s  il- 
lustrated lecture  was  filmed  and  will  be 
available  to  AINA  members  and  others 
on  a dvd  later  this  year. 

Donna  will  write  more  about  AINA 
at  the  ANA  (with  pictures)  in  a future 
issue  of  The  Shekel. 

Happy  collecting, 

Hi 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


WORKSOP  ART 


HOVGHTON 


Houghton 

Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1 pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


LONDON 

THURSDAY  h DLL  EMIILM  WH 
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Herzl  Passport 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  fonnat  (about  9x  1 6 inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary  ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 
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Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 

(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


H.  A,  ^AZ  AR 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info(5)NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


4 


YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 


Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 


We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


153 

PNG 

Knowledge.  Integrity.  Responsibility-. 


SM-1 


LM  838 


Coin  Auction  Dates 
May  27-30  2012 
September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 
September  22-25,  2013 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1931” 
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11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 


EXCITEMENT  IS  AT  ITS  HEIGHT! 

SHRINE  OF  THE  BOOK 

The  4th  Israeli  Gold  Bullion  Coin 
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O.K-M-r 


Issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


imbed  Edition 


Designed  by:  Aharon  Shevo 


Jerusalem  of 


2010 

Tower  of  David 


2012 

The  Menorah 


2011 

Western  Wall 
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Designed  by:  Ruben  Nutels 


Designed  by:  Igal  Gabay 


Designed  by:  Meir  Eshel 


Jerusalem 
Mamilla  Mall, 
tel:  972-2-6259294 

Haifa  - Customer  service 
50  Bar  Yehuda  St.,  Nesher 
tel:  972-4-8212807 


Tel-Aviv:  42  Ben  Yehuda  St. 
tel:  972-3-6202485 

Beer  Sheba:  Ben  Zvi  1 1 , Kiryat 

HaMemshala 

tel:  972-8-6286270 

Raanana:  Park  Mall,  Ra'anana 
tel:  972-9-7727893 


Phone:  1-800-205050 
Online:  www.israelmint.com 
Email:  medals@coins.co.il 


sine© 

ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  1958 

www, israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 
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MIW  SHIDAUm 


YAD  VASHEM  - 60TH  ANNIVERSARY 

Israel  65th  Anniversary  Coin 
2013/5773 


YAD  VASHEM 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


HIGHER!  FASTER!  STRONGER! 

MACCABIAH  2013 

Israel's  19th  Sport  anniversary 
State  Medal 


Gold  22\rmm 
Limited  Mintage  100 


Silver  925 

Limited  Mintage  360 


j$-n  nQD»n  v 

Maccablah 

3"iii!iTin  2013 


Jerusalem: 

Mamilla  Mall, 
tel:  972-2-6259294 

Haifa: 

50  Bar  Yehuda  St.,  Nesher 
tel:  972-4-8212807 


Tel-Aviv:  42  Ben  Yehuda  St. 
tel:  972-3-6202485 

Beer  Sheba:  Ben  Zvi  1 1,  Kiryat 

HaMemshala 

tel:  972-8-6286270 

Raanana:  Park  Mall,  Ra'anana 
tel:  972-9-7727893 


Online:  www.israelmint.com 
Phone:  +972-4-8212805 
Email:  medals@coins.co.il 

For  group  purchases  and  quantity 
discounts  please  contact  Ron  Reiss 
at  +972-52-323-0438 


www.israelmint.com 


YITZHAK  SHAMIR 

"Prime  Minister  of  Israel"  State  Medal 
2013/5773 


An  extraordinary  life 

Nat  SOBEL:  holocaust  survivor, 

FATHER  OF  THE  SHEKEL 


Nat  Sobel  is  the  father  of 
The  Shekel.  He  came  up 
with  the  name  of  the  magazine 
and  developed  the  unique  font  for 
the  cover  of  each  issue.  Nat  also 
served  as  the  first  editor  from  1968 
to  1970,  and  designed  the  AINA 
logo.  He  is  the  creative  genius 
behind  The  Shekel. 

Nat  also  is  a child  survivor  of  the 
Holocaust. 

Nuta  Sojbel  (now  Nathan  Sobel) 
is  the  son  of  Avrum  Leibish  Sojbel 
and  Basia  Faigen  Sojbel.  He  was 
born  on  Jan.  23,  1929  in  Luboml, 
in  eastern  Poland  where  his  father 
was  a master  mechanic  and  owned 
a machine  shop  together  with  his 
four  brothers  and  nephews.  Nat’s 
father  Nuta  had  three  siblings, 
Aaron  Hirsz  (b.  1925),  Sura  Tobe 
(b.  1929)  and  Ben-Zion  (b.  1930). 

Following  the  start  of  World  War 
II  in  September  1939,  Luboml  was 
occupied  first  by  the  Germans. 

After  a few  days  they  left.  In  the 
ensuing  power  vacuum,  a band  of 
Ukrainians  conducted  a pogrom  in 
the  town.  A few  days  later  Soviet 
troops  entered  and  the  town  was 
under  Soviet  control  for  the  next 
year  and  a half. 

Then  Germany  re-seized  control 
following  its  surprise  invasion  of 
the  Soviet  Union  in  June  1941 
and  immediately  began  institut- 


Mel  Wacks,  left,  and  Nat  Sobel,  right,  attend- 
ing early  AINA  convention  in  New  York. 


ing  various  anti-Semitic  regula- 
tions. Jewish  property  was  seized, 
and  all  Jews  were  forced  to  wear 
armbands  with  stars  and  also  mark 
their  homes  with  Jewish  stars. 

The  Germans  established  a 
ghetto  in  Luboml  in  October  1941. 
Since  Avrum  was  a trained  me- 
chanic, he  and  his  sons  worked 
at  their  trade  for  the  occupying 
Germans. 

On  Oct.  1,  1942,  German  units 
began  liquidating  the  ghetto, 
removing  Jews  and  shooting  them 
dead  into  excavated  pits. 

But  Avrum  had  built  two  hid- 
ing places  for  the  family,  one  in 
an  attic  and  one  underground.  The 
Sojbels  remained  in  their  hiding 

Continued 
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Nat  survives  wwn  in  Poland 


Continued 

places  for  eight  days  before  escap- 
ing. 

The  family  lived  on  the  run  in 
different  villages  in  the  vicinity 
of  Luboml.  In  March  1943,  Mr. 
Lachor,  a former  tenant  of  the  fam- 
ily, found  them,  brought  them  food 
and  agreed  to  hide  them  in  his 
cowshed.  Lachor  also  belonged  to 
a Polish  resistance  group,  and  one 
day  that  August,  Ukrainian  and 
German  police  raided  the  hiding 
place  looking  for  Mr.  Lachor. 

They  found  Lachor,  Avrum,  and 
Sura  and  killed  all  three.  Nuta,  his 
mother  and  brothers  managed  to 
escape  to  the  countryside.  Nuta  ran 
with  his  older  brother  Aaron  and 
his  mother  fled  with  his  younger 
brother  Ben-Zion.  People  shot  at 
them  thinking  they  were  partisans, 
but  eventually  they  escaped. 

They  found  1 1 other  Jews  from 
Luboml  and  together  built  a bun- 
ker where  they  lived  from  August 
1943  to  January  1944. 

Then,  on  January  17,  soldiers 
of  the  Polish  AK  discovered  the 
hidden  Jews  and  began  shooting. 
Only  Nuta  escaped  alive. 

For  the  next  six  months,  Nuta 
lived  on  his  own,  supporting  him- 
self by  performing  odd  jobs  for 
a Ukrainian  farmer  before  being 
liberated  by  the  Soviet  army  on 
June  19,  1944. 

Following  liberation,  Nuta  re- 


Image  courtesy  Avram  Gutman  Collection 
Holocaust  survivors  in  Tel  Aviv,  1949. 
From  left:  Moslie  B lumen,  Nathan 
Sobel,  Avram  Gutman. 

mained  in  Luboml  for  a month 
volunteering  as  a Soviet  informer 
to  take  revenge  on  those  who  col- 
laborated in  his  family’s  murder. 

Afterward  he  made  his  way  to 
Berlin  and  then  came  to  a chil- 
dren’s home  in  Paris  under  the 
auspices  of  the  UNRRA. 

In  January  1946,  Nat  Sobel  im- 
migrated illegally  to  Palestine  on 
board  the  Cairo , but  in  October 
1952,  he  moved  to  the  United 
States  to  reunite  with  an  aunt. 

Nat  Sobel  lives  today,  residing  in 
Long  Beach,  New  York,  with  his 
wife  Eleanor,  roj 
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Rome’s 

‘Judaea 

CaptA 


DECLARATION 

By  Robert  Deutsch 


With  hands  bound  behind 

his  back,  a Jewish  captive 
stands  with  a second  captive,  a 
despondent  woman  sitting  under 
the  palm  tree. 

The  late  great  Israeli  numisma- 
tist Yaakov  Meshorer  wrote  in 
2001 : “The  Judaea  Capta  [coins] 
were  minted  in  a quantity  that 
is  surprising  for  Roman  coins  in 
general,  and  for  those  celebrat- 
ing victories  over  other  peoples 
in  particular,  as  if  the  victory  over 
Judaea  was  the  most  important 
of  them  all.  No  other  victory  was 
commemorated  by  such  a large 
number  of  coins.” 

Despite  its  minute  size  within 
the  empire,  suppression  of  the 


Image  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 
Top,  left:  The  reverse  of  a Roman  Judaea 
Capta  sestertius  struck  in  71  CE  by  the  em- 
peror Vespasian  shows  a pair  of  despairing 
Jewish  captives  under  a palm  tree. 

Great  Jewish  Revolt  of  66  to  70 
C.E.  required  a massive  Roman 
military  force.  Three  Roman 
legions  were  brought  into  Judea 
from  Syria  and  Egypt. 

The  Jewish  historian  Josephus, 
who  was  an  eyewitness  to  the 
fighting,  tells  us  that  the  Roman 
army  included  the  fifth,  tenth  and 
15th  legions,  plus  23  annexed 
cohorts,  as  well  as  auxiliaries 
furnished  by  local  kings  such  as 
Agrippa  and  the  Arab  Malichus, 

Continued 
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'Judaea  Capta’  Rome's  propaganda 


Image  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 
The  obverse  of  a Judaea  Capta  sestertius 
of  Vespasian  shows  the  emperor  laureate, 
and  perhaps  grimly  determined.  Struck  in 
Rome  71  CE  in  orichalcum. 


Continued 

and  numbered  more  than  60,000 
soldiers.  The  revolt  effectively 
ended  in  70  C.E.  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem  and  the  burning 
of  the  Temple. 

It  was  not  simply  that  the  Jews 
had  revolted,  however,  that  ac- 
counts for  the  large  number  of 
Judea  Capta  coins.  It  is  that  the 
Jews  had  dared  to  mint  their  own 
coins  during  the  revolt.  Minting 
coins  was  an  imperial  privilege. 

No  one  could  issue  coins  without 
permission.  Thus,  striking  so- 
called  freedom  coins  was  no  less 
severe  a transgression  by  the  Jews 
than  the  revolt  itself. 

The  freedom  coins  were  pro- 
duced in  silver  and  bronze.  The 
silver  coins  were  of  high  quality 
metal  and  according  to  high  mint- 
ing standards.  The  silver  coins 
bear  the  legend  “Jerusalem  the 
Holy”  and  indicate  their  weight 
unit:  “shekel  of  Israel,”  “half 
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shekel”  or  “quarter  shekel.” 

All  the  silver  Jewish  coins,  with 
a single  exception,  display  the 
same  cultic  iconography:  a chalice 
on  the  obverse,  and  a staff  with 
three  buds  of  pomegranates  on  the 
reverse.  A common  ancient  Jew- 
ish icon,  the  pomegranate  with  its 
abundance  of  seeds  adorned  the 
priestly  robes,  as  described  in  the 
Bible  ( Exodus  28:33-34). 

Until  quite  recently,  the  verti- 
cal stem  of  the  three  pomegranate 
buds  on  this  coin  was  interpreted 
as  just  that  - a stem. 

More  recently  (and  more  likely), 
it  is  seen  as  a man-made  staff  with 
three  buds;  that  is,  a sacred  object 
of  the  priests.  ( See  article  about  an 
ancient  cawed  ivory  pomegranate 
in  this  issue.) 

Thus  the  staff  is  likely  to  repre- 
sent the  minting  authority,  namely, 
the  high  priesthood  of  the  Temple 
as  an  institution. 

Continued 


Israel!  declared  on  |ewish  coins 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  A net  ions 

An  uncirculated  Year  2 silver  shekel  of  the  Jewish  War  (66  to  71  CE).  The  obverse  shows 
an  Omer  cup  with  nine  pearls  across  the  rim  and  the  date  above.  The  inscription  reads 
Year  2,  Shekel  of  Israel  ”.  The  inscription  on  the  reverse  of  the  silver  shekel  reads  “Jeru- 
salem the  Holy ” and  encircles  a depiction  of  three  pomegranate  buds.  Some  recent  views 
suggest  the  stem  is  actually  a sacred  staff  of priests. 


Continued 

The  freedom  coins  also  always 
bear  a year,  indicating  the  year  of 
the  revolt  (also  known  as  the  Jew- 
ish War). 

Bronze  coins  of  the  second  and 
third  years  carry  the  legend  “Free- 
dom of  Zion.”  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  term  “Zion”  appears 
on  a Jewish  coin.  In  the  fourth 
year  the  legend  became  “To  the 
Redemption  of  Zion.” 

The  Jewish  revolt  coins  are 
dated  from  Year  1 to  5 to  cor- 
respond with  66  to  70  C.E.  Even 
after  the  Roman  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  in  70  C.E.,  however, 
a group  of  rebels  held  out  in  the 
desert  stronghold  of  Masada  until 
73  or  74,  but  no  coins  bear  a date 
later  than  the  fifth  year  of  the 


Image  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 
“To  the  redemption  of  Zion  ” is  inscribed 
on  a bronze  coin  from  the  Jewish  War  s 
fourth  year.  Palm  trees  and  dates  repre- 
sent Jewish  festivals. 


revolt.  The  revolt  coins  had  appar- 
ently been  minted  in  Jerusalem, 
so  when  Jerusalem  fell  so  did  the 
minting  of  revolt  coins. 

The  iconography  on  the  bronze 

Continued 
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ROME’S  P.R.  WAR  RELENTLESS 


David  Sofer  Collection  Goldberg  A notions 


Above,  left:  A gold  Roman  aureous  depicts  a woman  representing  Judea  (identified  by  the  inscrip- 
tion beneath  her)  as  she  sits  dejectedly  with  her  bound  hands  behind  her  back. 

Above,  right:  A victorious  Roman  emperor  stands  with  one  foot  on  the  helmet  of  his  defeated  enemy. 
A captive  woman  sits  under  the  palm  tree  on  this  Roman  sestertius. 


Continued 

coins  are  emblems  connected  with 
the  Jewish  cult  and  festivals:  vine 
leaves  and  amphoras,  palm  trees 
and  dates,  lulavs  and  etrogs,  a 
palm  branch  and  lemon-like  fruit 
used  on  the  festival  of  Sukkoth. 

The  palm  tree  is  of  special 
interest  because  it  is  a symbol  of 
Israel — and  it  is  a symbol  that  the 
Romans  adopted  in  their  Judea 
Capta  coins.  Judea  Capta  coins 
were  minted  in  gold,  silver  and 
bronze.  Legends  included  IU- 
DAEA  CAPTA  “Judea  captured” 
and  IUDAEA  DEVICTA  “Judea 
defeated”. 

The  most  popular  images  for  the 
reverse  of  the  Judea  Capta  coins 
were  a Jewess  mourning  or  Jewish 
captives. 


The  Jewess  mourning,  some- 
times with  her  hands  tied  behind 
her  back,  is  usually  seated  under 
a palm  tree.  Occasionally  a male 
captive  with  hands  tied  behind  his 
back  appears  with  the  woman.  On 
others  the  captive  Jew  is  replaced 
by  the  emperor  standing,  holding 
a spear,  stepping  on  his  enemies’ 
helmet. 

The  obverses  of  the  Judea  Capta 
coins  feature  the  head  of  the  em- 
peror, most  often  Vespasian,  the 
general  who  was  appointed  by 
Nero  to  lead  the  Roman  army  in 
Judea  before  he  himself  became 
emperor  in  69  C.E.  At  this  point 
his  son  Titus  took  over  and  com- 
pleted the  victory  over  the  Jews. 

A minority  of  the  Judea  Capta 

Continued 
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Historic  events  captured  on  coins 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 

A rare  gold  aureus  of  Vespasian  depicts  the  captive  leader  of  the  Jewish  revolt,  Simon 
son  of  Giora  leading  the  procession  of  the  triumphant  emperor  standing  in  his  four-horse 
chariot.  The  reverse  inscription  reads  “ Triumph  of  [Vespasian]  Augustus. 


Continued 

coins  feature  Titus  on  the  obverse. 

A very  rare  gold  coin  with 
Vespasian’s  head  on  the  obverse 
features  him  on  the  reverse  stand- 
ing in  a triumphal  chariot  with 
four  pacing  horses  (a  quadriga), 
and  in  front  of  the  horses,  a naked 
captive  Jew  with  hands  bound 
behind  his  back  escorted  by  a Ro- 
man soldier. 

Beneath  the  scene  on  this  rare 
gold  coin  is  an  inscription:  Tri- 
umph of  [Vespasian]  Augustus 
(The  Israel  Museum,  Jerusalem). 

The  obverse  of  the  coin  features 
the  head  of  the  Roman  emperor 
Vespasian. 

We  can  identify  this  captive.  It 
is  Simon  son  of  Giora,  whom  the 
Romans  considered  the  leader  of 
the  revolt.  The  triumphal  proces- 


sion pictured  on  the  coin  is  de- 
scribed by  Josephus.  Both  Titus 
and  Vespasian  were  “crowned 
with  laurel”  and  “clad  in  the  tra- 
ditional purple  robes.”  The  trium- 
phal procession  displayed  most 
promiscuously  the  treasures  from 
the  Temple. 

At  the  Forum  Romanum  the 
leader  of  the  revolt,  Simon  son 
of  Giora,  having  been  scourged, 
was  executed.  The  announcement 
that  Simon  “was  no  more”  was 
met  with  “shouts  of  universal  ap- 
plause.”4 

The  figure  of  Simon  son  of 
Giora  engraved  on  this  coin  at  the 
head  of  the  procession  is  the  only 
known  image  of  a leader  of  the 
revolt.  A close  examination  of  the 
coin  reveals  even  the  features  on 
his  face,  mi 
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Surviving 

history's 

SACKINGS 


A cawed  ivory  pomegranate  - its 
authenticity  in  dispute  for  years  - 
is  an  artifact  from  the  era  of  King 
Solomon’s  Temple.  At  left,  James 
Tissot’s  19th-century  vision  of 
King  Solomon  at  the  dedication 
of  the  First  Temple  in  Jerusalem. 


BY  ANDREW  PERALA 


Less  than  two  inches  tall,  the 
inscribed  ivory  pomegran- 
ate is  nicked  and  discolored  by 
the  wear  of  ages.  Carved  into  its 
graceful  shoulder  is  a significant 
ancient  inscription. 

Written  in  ancient  Hebrew,  part 
of  the  inscription  reads  as  “be- 
longing to  the  Temple.” 
Combined  with  the  age  of  the 
ivory,  the  inscription  suggests  a 


momentous  discovery  in  the  his- 
tory of  Israel  - it  was  very  likely 
the  first  artifact  ever  discovered 
from  the  First  Temple  of  King 
Solomon,  and  one  used  by  priests. 

That  was  the  initial  belief  in 
1988.  But  not  all  experts  agreed. 

A vigorous  debate  followed  that 
lasted  for  decades. 

The  debate  was  based  on  the 

Continued 
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Debate  on  authenticity  raged 


Courtesy  Israel  Ministry  of  Foreign  A ffairs/ 
Hebrew  University  of  Jerusalem 
The  Khirbet  Qeiyafa  site,  a discovery  pre-dating  Solomon  s 
reign  in  Judah  and  located  adjacent  to  the  Valley  of  Elah. 


Continued 

expert  and  learned 
opinions  of  religious 
and  other  scholars 
from  both  sides  of 
the  aisle. 

While  the  age  of 
the  pomegranate’s 
ivory  was  not  much 
in  dispute  - dating 
back  to  the  14th  or 
13th  century  B.C.E. 

- the  inscription  was 
contested. 

The  pomegranate  became  the 
centerpiece  of  a major  lawsuit 
filed  in  2004  involving  hundreds 
of  suspect  antiquities.  In  2012,  an 
Israeli  court  determined  there  was 
insufficient  proof  of  forgery. 

Meanwhile,  the  debate  had 
raged  on,  with  the  pendulum  of 
public  opinion  swaying  to  and  fro, 
fake  and  real. 

Such  swings  are  to  be  expected 
in  today’s  world  of  rapid  commu- 
nication of  both  fact  and  innu- 
endo, especially  when  a possible 
foundation  stone  of  a faith  is 
called  into  question. 

And  while  faith  itself  is  yet 
stronger  than  science  for  many, 
major  science  discoveries  an- 
nounced in  2012  and  2013  present 
very  strong  evidence  the  ivory 
pomegranate  is  a genuine  artifact 
dating  to  the  time  and  region  of 
King  Solomon. 


A May  2012  press  release  issued 
by  the  Israel  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  announced  the  extraordi- 
nary finding  that  Hebrew  Univer- 
sity archaeologist  Yosef  Garfinkel 
had  found  at  Khirbet  Qeiyafa  “the 
first  cultic  evidence  in  Judah  from 
the  time  of  King  David,  with  impli- 
cations for  Solomon’s  Temple.” 

The  site  predates  the  time  of 
Solomon  by  decades  the  Ministry 
announced. 

“This  discovery  is  extraordinary 
as  it  is  the  first  time  that  shrines 
from  the  time  of  early  biblical  kings 
were  uncovered,”  the  Ministry 
release  stated. 

“Because  these  shrines  pre-date 
the  construction  of  Solomon's 
temple  in  Jerusalem  by  30  to  40 
years,  they  provide  the  first  physi- 
cal evidence  of  a cult  in  the  time  of 
King  David,  with  significant  impli- 
cations for  the  fields  of  archaeol- 
ogy, history,  biblical  and  religion 

Continued 
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Science  supports  authenticity 

Continued 


studies.” 

Artifacts  uncovered  at  the  site 
include  portable  shrine  “models” 
in  clay  and  stone,  and  five  cultic 
standing  stones. 

These  objects  were  found  as  inte- 
gral parts  of  the  larger  complex  of 
buildings.  “In  this  respect  they  are 
different  from  Canaanite  or  Philis- 
tine cults,  which  were  practiced  in 
temples  - separate  buildings  dedi- 
cated only  to  rituals,”  the  Foreign 
Ministry  notes. 

Furthermore,  this  finding  is  in 
line  with  biblical  tradition,  notes 
the  Ministry.  The  Bible  “described 
this  phenomenon  in  the  time  of 
King  David:  “He  brought  the  ark  of 
God  from  a private  house  in  Kiriat 
Yearim  and  put  it  in  Jerusalem  in  a 
private  house”  (2  Samuel  6). 

Science  reports 

Then,  geological  analysis  and 
additional  science  studies  released 
in  early  2013  confirmed  what 
many  have  long  believed:  the 
pomegranate,  carved  from  hippo- 
potamus ivory,  dates  back  to  the 
time  and  region  of  King  Solomon. 

At  the  48th  annual  meeting  of 
the  northeast  region  of  the  Geo- 
logical Society  of  America  in 
March  2013,  an  Israeli  geologist 
and  a U.S.  paleontologist  pre- 
sented research  evidence  of  12 
chemical  elements  found  on  the 
surface  of  the  ivory  pomegranate. 
The  precise  combination,  their 
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report  said,  “is  to  be  expected  in 
an  authentic  patina  developed  in  a 
tel-like  [collapsed  structure  within 
a city  mound]  environment  ... 
these  archaeometric  observations 
strengthen  the  contention  that  the 
pomegranate  and  its  inscription 
are  genuine.” 

The  authors  note  that  the  2007 
studies  of  the  ivory  pomegranate 
by  the  Israel  Museum  indicate 
another  key  finding  supporting  au- 
thenticity: a pre-inscription  crack 
in  the  pomegranate  did  not  show 
the  spalling  (or  creation  of  surface 
pitting  and  remnant  curls  from 
etching)  expected  in  ancient  ivory 
when  modern  forgers  attempt  to 
carve  an  inscription. 

In  other  words,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  a modern  attempt  to 
carve  an  inscription  across  an  an- 
cient crack  - which  would  appear 
as  spillover  down  the  walls  of  the 
crack  under  high  magnification. 

Additional  research  into  the 
patina  of  the  pomegranate  showed 
that  the  dust  of  the  region  was 
consistent  with  the  dust  and 
micro-fossils  found  on  the  surface 
pomegranate’s  ancient  ivory. 

These  latest  science  discover- 
ies, along  with  the  recent  Khirbet 
Qeiyafa  finds,  strongly  support  the 
current  belief  that  the  ivory  pome- 
granate in  the  Israel  Museum  is, 
indeed,  an  authentic  artifact  and  one 
that  just  might  possibly  be  from  the 
First  Temple,  raj 


By  ANDREW  PERALA 


The  new  Maccabiah 
Games  state  medal 
embodies  all  that  at- 
tracts collectors  to  this  field  of 
exonumia. 

Medals  and  tokens  - the  bulk 
of  the  collectible  objects  of 
exonumia  - have  little  intrinsic 
value  aside  from  their  actual 


Image  courtesy  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corp. 
Top,  left:  The  silver  edition  of  the  2013 
Maccabiah  Games  medal. 

Above,  right:  An  Art  Deco-style  poster 
from  the  2nd  Maccabiah  Games  in  1 935. 

composition.  Tokens  tend  to 
have  had  a functional  use  - in 
trade,  commerce;  the  business  of 
daily  life. 
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7,000  ATHLETES  MEET  IN  19TH  GAMES 


Marching  in  the  Opening  Ceremony,  the  1,100  athletes  from  the  United  States  formed  the 
the  largest  delegation  to  participate  in  the  1 9th  Maccabiah  Games  in  Jerusalem.  More 
than  9,000  athletes  representing  78  countries  participated  in  the  July  2013  competitions. 


Medals,  though,  have  always 
marched  to  a different  drummer, 
honoring  the  moment  when  art 
or  accomplishment  transcends 
the  routine,  and  approaches  the 
mythic,  the  legendary. 

Medals  honor  heroes  and 
champions  or  commemorate  piv- 
otal moments  in  history.  Medals 
are  small  enough  to  be  held  in 
the  hand,  yet  they  carry  mes- 
sages that  last  for  the  ages. 

The  most  recent  state-medal 
issue  commemorates  the  19th 
Maccabiah  Games.  Struck  in 
bronze,  silver  and  a limited  edi- 
tion of  100  in  gold,  the  medals 
are  available  through  the  Israel 
Coins  & Medals  Corp. 

To  earn  an  Olympic  or  Mac- 


cabiah Games  medal  is  beyond 
most  mortals  - that’s  what  makes 
a medal  earned  in  a world-class 
competition  deeply  cherished. 

For  the  rest  of  us,  and  we  are 
legion,  medals  are  collected  be- 
cause they  allow  us  to  share  the 
moment,  the  event  and  perhaps 
sometimes  the  personalities. 

For  decades,  Israel  has  is- 
sued medals  in  a wide  variety 
of  categories.  And  while  the 
story  would  be  spotty,  a modern 
history  of  the  country  could  be 
gained  from  an  awareness  of  all 
medals  officially  issued  for  the 
collector  market. 

The  19th  Maccabiah  Games, 
held  July  1 8-3 1 , 201 3 in  Jeru- 
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78  NATIONS  SEND  COMPETITORS 


Top,  left:  The  front  of  the  14th  Maccabiah  Games  state  medal  of  1993,  with  its  abstract  version  of 
the  number  14.  Top,  right:  The  back  of  the  1953  state  medal,  with  its  quote  from  Ezekiel. 

Above,  left:  The  1997  official  state  medal  commemorating  the  15th  Maccabiah  Games. 


Continued 

salem,  played  host  to  more  than 
9,000  athletes  from  78  countries. 

Established  in  1932,  the  Mac- 
cabiah Games  are  held  every 
four  years,  one  year  removed 
from  the  Olympic  Games. 

Often  called  “The  Jewish 
Olympics,”  the  Games  are  the 
best-known  enterprise  of  the 
Maccabi  World  Union,  and  have 


four  distinct  groups  of  competi- 
tion: Open,  Masters,  Junior  and 
Paralympic.  Competitors  cannot 
compete  solo,  they  must  belong 
to  a national  or  territorial  organi- 
zation. 

The  Maccabiah  Games  are  the 
world’s  largest  Jewish  sports 
event,  and  take  place  every  four 
years,  offering  athletes  from  all 
over  the  globe  to  meet  in  Israel, 

Continued 
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19th  Games  gold  medal  limited 


Top:  The  gold  edition  of  the  official  2013  state 
medal  commemorating  the  1 9th  Maccabiah 
Games. 

Right:  A postage  stamp  commemorating  the  2nd 
Maccabiah  Games,  held  in  Tel  Aviv  in  1935. 
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Continued 

notes  the  ICMC,  purveyor  of  the 
state  medal  and  the  marketing 
arm  of  the  Bank  of  Israel.  [Ed. 
note:  The  ICMC  is  also  a spon- 
sor of  The  Shekel .] 

Almost  as  important  as  the 
increasing  number  of  athletes 


competing  in  each  successive 
Games  are  the  tourists  arriving 
in  greater  numbers  with  each 
Games,  notes  the  ICMC. 

“Many  athletes  make  aliya 
(immigrating  to  Israel)”  the 
firm’s  new  medal-release  press 

Continued 
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32,000  SPECTATORS  ATTEND  OPENING 


jTyu'in.'T’-oon 


A poster  for  the  4th  Maccabiah 
Games  portrays  a long-distance 
runner  in  full  stride  with  the 
stadium  in  the  background. 


Continued 

announcement  notes. 

For  the  19th  Maccabiah 
Games,  the  official  torch  was  lit 
at  the  end  of  December  2012  by 
Jerusalem  Mayor  Nir  Barkat  at 
the  Tombs  of  the  Maccabees  in 
Ancient  Modi’in. 

The  Maccabiah  Games  torch, 
like  the  Olympic  Games  torch, 
then  goes  on  a road  trip. 

For  the  19th  Games,  the  torch 
travelled  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Israel,  entering  Teddy  Stadi- 
um in  Jerusalem  on  the  evening 
of  July  18  during  the  19th  Mac- 
cabiah Opening  Ceremony. 


More  than  32,000  spectators 
attended  the  Opening  Ceremo- 
nies, and  included  Israel’s  Presi- 
dent, Prime  Minister  as  well 
as  dignitaries  from  Israel  and 
abroad. 

Designed  by  David  Harel,  the 
19th  Maccabiah  Games  State 
Medal  bears  the  Israel  State 
Emblem  and  stylized  Maccabiah 
Torch  with  a surround  of  Magen 
David-shaped  stars  like  those  in 
the  19th  Maccabiah  logo. 

The  reverse  depicts  a running 
athlete,  the  stars  and  the  quota- 
tion from  Mishna  Avot  5,  23: 

Continued 
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Games  endure  through  war,  strife 


Medal  image  courtesy  I CMC 

Above  left:  Yosef  Yekutieli,  founder  of  the  Maccabiah  Games,  in  a 1929  photograph. 
Above  right:  The  reverse  of  the  2013  state  medal  commemorating  the  19th  Maccabiah 
Games  in  silver.  The  front  of  the  medal  is  shown  at  the  beginning  of  this  story. 


Continued 

“ Light  as  an  eagle,  fleet  as  a 
hart."  The  medal  has  been  struck 
in  bronze  50  mm,  in  a limited 
mintage  of  3,600  and  in  sterling 
silver  with  a 39  mm  diameter  in 
a limited  mintage  of  360.  The 
gold  medal  has  a limited  mint- 
age of  100. 

FOUNDING 

In  1928,  Yosef  Yekutieli  of 
Eretz  Yisroel  proposed  the  first 
Maccabiah  Games.  His  idea 
had  been  gestating  for  more 
than  a dozen  years  when,  as  a 
15-year-old  Russian  immigrant 
to  Palestine,  Yisroel  had  been 
so  entranced  by  the  1912  Olym- 
pic Games  that  he  thought  of  a 
Games  for  Jewish  athletes. 

Yisroel’s  1928  proposal  to  the 
Jewish  National  Fund  coincided 


with  a similar  development  in 
the  Maccabi  movement,  to  cre- 
ate some  sort  of  multi-national 
athletic  event  that  would  help 
cement  the  concept  of  Israel  as 
a homeland,  according  to  the 
International  Jewish  Sports  Hall 
of  Fame  in  Netanya,  Israel. 

Neither  initiative  gained  trac- 
tion with  the  over-arching  Brit- 
ish administrators  of  Palestine. 

Then,  in  1931,  a new  High 
Commissioner  was  appointed  by 
Great  Britain  for  Palestine.  Sir 
Arthur  “Andy”  Wauchope  was 
different  than  previous  adminis- 
trators. 

An  admirer  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Zionist  Palestine 
settlers,  Wauchope  supported 
the  Maccabiah  Games  effort. 

Continued 
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Games  founder  a teenager 


Equestrians  from  Petach  Tivka  in  Tel  Aviv’s  Opening  Ceremonies  of  the  1935  Maccabiah  Games. 


Continued 

But  there  were  conditions.  The 
Games  had  to  include  competi- 
tors from  Arab  regions  as  well 
as  official  entrants  from  Brit- 
ish Palestine  along  with  Jewish 
athletes. 

The  first  Maccabiah  Games 
were  held  from  March  28  to 
April  6,  1 932  in  Tel  Aviv. 

Recognition  of  the  nature  of 
the  rise  of  Germany  pushed  the 
2nd  Maccabiah  Games  up  a year 
from  its  quadrennial  schedule,  to 
1935,  No  Games  were  then  held 
for  the  next  15  years. 

The  Games  resumed  in  1950, 
this  time  in  the  nation  of  Israel. 

That  year,  19  nations  sent 
delegations  totalling  800  athletes 
who  competed  in  the  newly  built 


stadium  and  athletic  facilities  in 
Ramat  Gan,  a Tel  Aviv  suburb. 

The  Maccabiah  Games  contin- 
ued to  attract  more  athletes.  In 
1 960  the  International  Olympic 
Committee  and  Sports  Federa- 
tion recognized  the  Maccabiah 
Games  as  an  “Organization  of 
Olympic  Standing.” 

By  1993,  more  than  5,000 
athletes  were  competing,  and 
although  the  Games  were  nearly 
cancelled  in  2001  because  of 
unrest,  more  than  2,100  athletes 
still  attended. 

The  Maccabiah  Games  en- 
dured the  strife  of  World  War  II 
and  subsequent  violence,  prov 
that  in  sports  competition,  differ- 
ences can  be  settled  in  a peaceful 
way,  with  honor  for  all.  mi 
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FINAL  MEDAL  TALLY:  ISRAEL  WINS! 


2013  Maccabiah  Games 
competitors ' medals:  from 
left,  bronze,  gold,  silver. 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material.  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal,  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a free  electronic  newsletter. 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center,  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville,  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy.  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion 


PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak,  PA  15131 


email:  pancoins@gmail.com 
@pancoinsPAN 


website:  wwwpancoins.org 


Find  us  on. 

facebook 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

rO«FWO«0  0Y  ALAN  DCRSMOWlTZ 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 


Hir  Abraham  and  Marian  Softer  Collection 
at  the  American  Nuiuumatic  Society 
and  the  luael  Mutemn 


Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2 Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp„  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9 (complete  2 volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

75  Varick  St.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 
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David  Hun  din 

Guide  to 

David  Hendin’s  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

BIBLICAL  COINS 

FIFTH  EDITION 

ife , 

%»• 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 

the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 

znlRA.  & LARRY/-t 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 


.;.* 


_ SPl 

*=\  Mm&J] 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U S.  Coins  for  our  three  / 

major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  • Beverly  Hills,  C A 90212  ■ (800)978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 

Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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Complex  h eritage 

OF  THE  El EROD1AN 

Kings  of  Armenia 

By  Marvin  Tameanko 


Some  scholars  have  sug- 
gested that  the  ancient 
Jewish  and  Armenian 
people  are  directly  connected  by 
history. 

This  theory  was  based  on  liter- 
ary references  and  several  histori- 
cal events  but,  in  addition,  the  two 
nations  seemed  to  have  much  in 
common.  Both  the  ancient  Jews 
and  Armenians  lost  their  coun- 
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tries  in  the  1st  century  C.E.,  and, 
in  exile,  both  created  worldwide 
diaspora  communities.  The  two 
nations  retained  the  desire  to  re- 
turn to  their  native  homelands  and, 
to  this  end,  established  communal, 
religious  and  political  organiza- 
tions that  labored  for  centuries  to 
attain  their  goal. 

The  Jewish  state,  Israel,  was 

Continued 


ARMENIA,  LAND  OF  FABLED  NOAH’S  ARK 


Right:  The  obverse  of  a 
recent  one-ounce  silver 
bullion  issue  from  Armenia 
features  Noah  s Ark. 

Opening  page:  An  illustra- 
tion of  Armenian  Jews  from 
the  1 8th  century. 


Continued 

founded  in  1948  and  Armenia 
became  a democratic  country,  in- 
dependent of  the  Soviet  Union,  in 
1991.  Both  peoples  engaged  in,  or 
gravitated  toward,  the  same  pro- 
fessions, businesses  and  trades. 

In  addition,  the  two  diaspora 
communities  were  constantly 
maligned  and  demonize  by  their 
neighbors.  They  were  persecuted, 
murdered  or  banished,  and  pre- 
vented by  laws  from  participat- 
ing in  the  societies  they  lived  in. 
Both  peoples,  even  if  native-born, 
were  considered  to  be  “aliens”  and 
“disloyal,”  and  made  the  scape- 
goats for  their  countries’  disasters. 

In  one  final  horror,  both  the  Jews 
and  Armenians  suffered  systematic 
deportation  and  genocidal  extermi- 


nation during  the  20th  century.  In 
addition,  some  historical  connec- 
tion between  them  may  be  sug- 
gested by  the  facts  that  a diaspora 
community  of  Jews  was  formed  in 
ancient  Armenia  in  the  1st  century 
and  the  Armenian  Christian  church 
established  a quarter  in  Jerusalem 
in  the  6lh  century  CE. 

Most  historians  considered 
a connection  between  the  two 
people  to  be  doubtful  but  many 
ancient  coin  collectors  supported 
it  because  they  were  familiar  with 
coins  struck  in  the  1st  century 
by  two  Jewish  kings  who  ruled 
Greater  Armenia  (Armenia  Major) 
and  one  Jewish  monarch  who  sat 
on  the  throne  of  Lesser  Armenia 
(Armenia  Minor). 

Continued 
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IUDAEANS  SETTLED  UNDERTlGRANES  II 


Coin  photo  courtesy  Classical  Numisimatic  Group , (CNG).  www.cngcoins.com 
A tetradrachm  ofTigranes  II,  95-55  BCE,  struck  in  Antioch  in  Syria.  From  “Armenian 
Coins  and  Their  Values  ” by  Y.  T.  Nercessian.  (Cited  as  ACV,  31). 


Continued 

The  ancient  Armenian  home- 
land consisted  of  the  highlands 
around  biblical  Mount  Ararat,  the 
place  supposedly  where  Noah’s 
ark  landed  after  the  flood,  and  the 
Armenians  are  usually  connected 
to  the  old  testament  by  this  legend. 

Over  the  years,  the  Armenians 
became  a regional  power  to  domi- 
nate a large  part  of  Asia  Minor. 

But  in  the  1st  century  BCE,  they 
were  conquered  by  the  Parthians 
and  the  Romans  and  became  a buf- 
fer state  between  these  two  com- 
peting powers. 

Most  noteworthy  in  history,  in 
301  CE  the  king  and  nobility  con- 
verted to  Christianity  and  Armenia 
became  the  first  nation  to  officially 
become  Christian. 

Surprisingly,  in  some  ancient 


literature  the  Armenians  are  called 
the  “Ashkenazi,”  a term  later  ap- 
plied to  Jews  from  western  Eu- 
rope. 

The  name  Armenia  today  refers 
to  the  Republic  of  Armenia,  a for- 
mer state  in  the  Soviet  Union.  It 
is  bordered  by  Turkey  in  the  west, 
Georgia  to  the  north,  Azerbaijan 
to  the  east  and  Iran  in  the  south. 
The  earliest  connection  between 
Armenians  and  Jews  occurred 
when  the  most  famous  Armenian 
monarch,  Tigranes  II  the  Great 
(95  to  55  BCE)  settled  colonies 
of  Judaeans  in  Armenia.  Early  in 
his  reign,  Tigranes  II  escaped  the 
yoke  of  Parthian  dominance  and, 
in  83  BCE,  he  became  king  of  the 
Seleucid  (Syrian)  empire. 

As  king  of  Syria,  Tigranes  II 
fought  against  the  expanding 

Continued 
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TlGRANES  II  A COMPLEX  RULER 


Coin  photo  courtesy  CNG 

A bronze  coin,  a two-chalkoi  (a  dichalkon)  denomination,  20  millimeters  in  diameter,  struck 
for  Tigranes  II  (95  to  55  BCE).  This  is  a Parthian- inspired  coin  type  but  shows  the  bust  of 
Tigranes  II,  also  known  as  Tigranes  the  Great  wearing  the  Armenian  tiara.  (AVC  66). 


Continued 

Hasmonean  state  of  Judaea,  ruled 
by  Queen  Salome  Alexandra  (76 
to  61  BCE),  and  deported  many 
Jews  - some  historians  say  10,000 
- to  Armenia  to  populate  his  new 
cities.  Tigranes  II  had  introduced 
Hellenism  into  Armenia  and  set 
out  to  urbanize  the  pagan,  agri- 
cultural community  by  building 
cities,  introducing  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  adopting  Greek  culture 
and  religion. 

Tigranes  II’s  coinage  set  the  pat- 
tern for  the  Armenian  coins  issued 
in  the  following  centuries  and 
directly  influenced  the  currency 
struck  by  the  later  kings. 

His  coins  were  struck  in  his 
Syrian  capital  city,  Antioch  on 
the  Orontes,  and  these  copied  the 
designs  of  the  local  Seleucid  coin- 
age but  showed  Tigranes  wearing 


the  distinctive  Armenian  crown,  a 
jeweled  tiara  headdress  with  ear 
flaps.  The  reverses  of  his  coins 
usually  showed  the  city’s  patron 
deity,  Tyche  (Fortuna)  seated,  with 
the  river-god  Orontes,  at  her  feet. 

The  king’s  Greek  inscription  on 
the  coins  was  usually  BASILEOS 
TIGRANOS,  King  Tigranes,  but 
some  coins  gave  the  king  the  an- 
cient Persian  royal  title,  “King  of 
Kings,”  BASILEOS  BASILEON, 
to  mean  ‘emperor.’ 

Tigranes  II  also  struck  a large 
series  of  bronze  coins  for  use  in 
the  Armenian  marketplaces.  These 
coins  were  fabricated  in  the  Par- 
thian style,  out  of  respect  for  the 
eastern  heritage  of  early  Armenia. 

Typically,  this  coinage  shows 
the  head  of  Tigranes  II  wearing 
the  Armenian  tiara  crown  but  with 

Continued 
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TlGRANES  V A |EW1SH  KING 


Continued 

the  Parthian  image  of  the  demi- 
god Hercules  on  the  reverse.  The 
Greek  legend  on  these  coins  titled 
the  king  as  “Tigranes  King  of 
Kings.”  These  bronze  coins  were 
struck  in  the  Greek  denomina- 
tions called  chalkoi,  one  chalkos 
was  equal  to  one-eighth  of  a silver 
obol. 

In  69  BCE,  during  the  third  Ro- 
man war  with  Mithridates  VI  of 
Pontus,  the  father-in-law  and  ally 
of  Tigranes  II,  the  Romans  defeat- 
ed the  two  kings  in  Armenia. 

Eventually,  the  Roman  general 
Pompey  conquered  the  entire 
Middle  East,  including  Syria,  and 
made  Armenia  a dependency  of 
Rome.  From  that  date  forward, 
Armenia  became  a buffer  state  and 
was  fought  over  by  the  western 
Romans  and  the  eastern  Parthians 
with  each  power  claiming  the  right 
to  appoint  the  Armenian  king  as 
their  vassal. 

Herod  the  Great  (37  to  4 BCE), 
king  of  Judaea,  was  a Roman- 
appointed  client  monarch,  and 
Herod’s  descendants  continued  to 
preserve  their  royal  status  by  be- 
coming loyal  friends  of  Rome.  To 
reward  them  for  faithful  service, 
the  Roman  emperors  often  el- 
evated Herod’s  offspring  as  client 
kings  in  various  countries. 

In  6 CE,  the  Roman  emperor 
Augustus  appointed  a grandson  of 
King  Herod  as  the  king  of  Arme- 


nia. This  Herodian  prince  took 
the  throne  name  Tigranes  V,  and 
replaced  the  recently  murdered 
Armenian  king,  Artavasdes  IV  (4 
to  6 CE),  a member  of  the  Artax- 
iad  dynasty  that  had  ruled  Armenia 
since  1 89  BCE. 

This  first  Jewish  king  of  Arme- 
nia was  a son  of  Glaphyra,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Archaelus, 
king  of  Cappadocia.  Glaphyra’s 
mother  was  an  Armenian  of  the 
royal  Artaxiad  line,  thus  Tigranes 
V was  actually  a distant  relative  to 
the  Artaxiad  monarchs. 

His  father,  Alexander  III,  was 
the  son  of  Herod  and  Mariamne, 
the  last  Maccabean  princess,  so 
Tigranes  was  a unique  mixture  of 
Hasmonean  and  Artaxiad  blood. 
Tigranes  V probably  brought  a 
large  retinue  of  Jews  to  Armenia 
as  courtiers,  scholars  and  advisors, 
and  they  blended  in  with  the  Jew- 
ish community  already  living  in 
Armenia. 

The  new  king  was  given  a Ro- 
man army  to  defend  his  throne  but 
he  could  not  control  the  hostile 
Armenian  nobility  or  the  pro- 
Parthian  political  faction  and, 
by  political  agreement,  his  reign 
ended  in  1 2 CE. 

Subsequently,  Erato,  the  queen 
of  a previous  Artaxiad  ruler, 
Tigranes  IV  (2  BCE  to  1 CE), 
was  placed  on  the  throne.  But  she 
ruled  for  only  two  years  before  the 

Continued 
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HERODIAN  dynasty's  legacy 


Coin  photo  courtesy  Classical  Numisimatic  Group,  (CNG).  www.cngcoins.com 
A two-chalkoi  denomination  bronze  coin  ofTigranes  V,  (6  to  12  CE),  showing  his  head  on 
the  obverse  and  an  elephant  on  the  reverse.  (ACV 171) 


Continued 

Parthians  took  full  control  over 
Armenia.  The  end  of  Erato’s  reign 
in  14  CE  marked  the  extinction 
of  the  royal  Artaxiad  dynasty  in 
Armenia. 

Armenia,  as  a vassal  state,  used 
Roman  or  Parthian  silver  coins  as 
its  main  circulating  currency  but 
Tigranes  V struck  his  own  bronze 
coins  for  use  as  small  change  in 
the  economy.  These  were  fabricat- 
ed in  a Parthian  style,  probably  to 
pacify  his  pro-Parthian  population. 
The  coins  usually  showed  Tigranes 
V’s  heavily  bearded  portrait,  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  Parthian  kings, 
but  wearing  the  Armenian  tiara. 

His  Greek  coin  legend  stated 
BASILEOS  TIGRANOS  MEGA- 
LOS,  “King  Tigranes  the  Great.” 
This  shameless  usurpation  of  the 
older  royal  title  was  an  obvious 


attempt  to  associate  himself  with 
the  famous  Tigranes  II,  the  Great. 

Also,  other  coins  ofTigranes  V 
connected  him  directly  to  Tigranes 
II  by  reusing  the  traditional  in- 
scription “King  of  Kings.”  Gen- 
erally, the  reverses  of  his  coins 
showed  the  head  of  his  patron,  the 
emperor  Augustus,  or  an  elephant, 
to  represent  military  power,  or  the 
head  of  Queen  Erato,  the  wife  of 
the  last  Artaxiad  ruler. 

From  14  to  58  CE,  Armenia  was 
fought  over  by  the  Romans  and 
Parthians  with  each  appointing 
client  kings  each  time  they  were 
victorious.  In  59  CE  Corbulo,  the 
general  of  the  Roman  emperor 
Nero,  conquered  Armenia  and 
deposed  the  Parthian  appointed 
king,  Tiridates  I.  Then  the  Romans 
nominated  a Herodian  prince, 

Continued 
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Even  Nero  fiddled  with  Armenia 


Line  drawing  by  Marvin  Tameanko 

Illustration  of  a rare  bronze  coin , 21  mm  in  diameter,  struck  for  Aristobulus  (57  to  71 
CE),  king  of  Lesser  Armenia,  under  Nero,  struck  approximately  66  to  67  CE.  From  the 
“Guide  to  Biblical  Coins  ” by  David  Hendin.  (Hendin,  1257a). 
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Aristobulus  V,  from  Chalcis 
(Lebanon),  as  their  client  king  of 
Lesser  Armenia,  the  small  king- 
dom adjacent  to  and  dependant  on 
Greater  Armenia. 

The  new  king  of  Lesser  Armenia 
was  the  son  of  Herod  III,  king  of 
Chalcis,  who  ruled  from  14  to  48 
CE,  and  also  the  great  grandson  of 
Herod  the  Great  of  Judaea. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Ro- 
man army,  Aristobulus  ruled  over 
Lesser  Armenia  until  71  CE,  then 
returned  to  Chalcis  when  his  father 
died.  Historians  believed  that  at 
this  time  the  first  Christians  began 
to  arrive  in  Armenia  and  the  Jew- 
ish royalty  and  community  may 
have  facilitated  their  immigration. 

While  king  of  Lesser  Armenia, 
Aristobulus  struck  bronze  coins. 


which  are  exceedingly  rare  and 
found  only  in  very  poor  condition. 
These  bronze  coins,  fabricated  in  a 
Roman/Syrian  style  out  of  respect 
for  his  Roman  patrons,  usually 
show  the  head  of  Aristobulus  on 
the  obverses  with  the  bust  of  Sa- 
lome, his  queen,  or  with  the  head 
of  Nero  or  Vespasian,  his  Roman 
overlords,  on  the  reverses. 

They  were  engraved  with  Greek 
legends,  usually  giving  the  names 
and  titles  of  the  king  and  Ro- 
man emperor.  A very  rare  coin  of 
Aristobulus,  showing  his  queen, 
Salome,  is  illustrated  above  by  a 
line  drawing  to  clearly  show  the 
details. 

By  the  year  60,  Nero  had  adopt- 
ed a stronger  anti-Parthian  policy 
in  the  governance  of  Greater 

Continued 
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HERODIAN  dynastic  succession 


Coin  images  courtesy  CNG 

A bronze  coin,  20  mm  in  diameter,  struck  in  Armenia  for  Tigranes  VI  (60  to  62  CE), 
showing  Victory  and  the  legend  “King  Tigranes  the  Great.  ” (ACV  162) 


Continued 

Armenia  and  appointed  another 
Herodian  prince,  Tigranes  VI  (60 
to  62),  as  his  client  king.  Tigranes 
VI  was  the  great-grandson  of 
Herod  the  Great  and  the  son  of  the 
Herodian  king  Tigranes  V,  who 
had  ruled  Armenia  from  years  6 to 
12  CE. 

This  appointment  was  politi- 
cally important  to  Nero  because  it 
confirmed  his  dominance  over  the 
Parthians  and  he  struck  coins  in 
the  east  in  60  to  commemorate  the 
event  as  a victory  over  Parthia. 

On  these  coins  the  Greek  legend 
on  the  reverse  is  ARMENIA(C), 
and  shows  an  image  of  the  god- 
dess Victoria. 

Tigranes  VI  struck  his  own 
bronze  coins  in  Armenia,  engraved 
in  a Parthian  style  similar  to  those 


of  his  father,  showing  his  bearded 
head  wearing  the  Armenian  tiara. 
These  coins  carried  the  Greek 
legends  with  the  usual  royal  title, 
MEGALOS,  “The  Great.” 

The  reverses  of  these  coins  usu- 
ally show  a palm  branch  or  Vic- 
tory holding  a wreath,  both  sym- 
bols of  some  victory;  but  historical 
records  are  uncertain  about  such 
a triumph  for  the  king  and  the  im- 
ages may  simply  be  propaganda 
devices. 

During  his  reign,  Tigranes  VI 
unwisely  invaded  the  neighboring 
kingdom  of  Adiabene,  a Parthian 
dependency  but  ruled  by  a royalty 
that  had  converted  to  Judaism  in 
around  the  year  36. 

The  Parthian  king  at  that  time, 
Vologases  I,  defended  Adiabene 
and  defeated  Tigranes  VI.  He  then 

Continued 
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Jewish  legacy  continues  today 


In  1996,  Bishop  Mkrtchyan  discovered  a 
Jewish  cemetary  in  Yeghesis.  He  sent  photos 
of  the  tombstones  to  Prof.  Michael  Stone 
of  Hebrew  University  in  Jerusalem,  who 
confirmed  that  the  site  was  a medieval  Jewish 
cemetary.  A group  of  Armenian  and  Israeli 
archaeologists  and  historians  excavated  the 
site  in  2001  and  2002  and  found  64  addi- 
tional tombstones,  many  bearing  Hebrew  or 
Aramaic  inscriptions. 


Continued 

occupied  Armenia  in  62,  and  rein- 
stalled his  son,  Tiridates  I,  on  the 
throne.  Tiridates  had  ruled  over 
Armenia  from  52  to  59  as  the  Par- 
thian appointee;  his  second  reign 
lasted  from  62  to  75. 

Tigranes  VI  was  the  last  of  the 
Herodian  kings  of  Armenia.  But 
it  is  a mistake  to  label  them  as 
“Jewish”  in  the  modern  sense  of 
the  term.  The  Herodians  did  not 
practice  their  religion  and  acted 
more  like  the  Hellenistic  monarchs 
who  conveniently  worshiped  the 
local,  popular  deities  of  the  lands 
they  ruled  over. 

In  fact,  the  Jewish/Roman  histo- 
rian, Flavius  Josephus,  in  his  book 
Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  Book  18 
Chapter  5,  140-141 , mentions  that 
the  Herodian  Alexander,  the  son 
of  Tigranes  VI  of  Armenia,  was 
appointed  as  the  king  of  the  island 
of  Ketis  in  Cilicia  by  the  Roman 


emperor  Vespasian  (69  to  79  CE). 

Josephus  writes  that  the  Hero- 
dian kings,  “deserted  their  Jewish 
religion  and  went  over  to  that  of 
the  Greeks”  soon  after  they  were 
born.  Truthfully,  the  Armenian 
Jewish  kings  ruled  for  only  short 
periods  of  time  and  they  contrib- 
uted very  little  to  the  nation’s 
heritage,  and  so  are  generally 
neglected  by  scholars. 

However,  as  rulers  appointed  by 
the  Romans  and  accepted  by  the 
Parthians,  they  were  important 
rulers  of  the  “land  bridge,”  formed 
by  Armen i between  the  east  and 
west  and  should  be  better  known 
to  historians. 

As  for  the  fate  of  the  descen- 
dants of  the  Herodian  Armenian 
kings,  they  probably  remained  in 
the  country  as  nobility,  serving  the 
Romans  in  lesser  and  lesser  capac- 
ities, then  simply  disappeared  into 
the  mists  of  time,  mi 
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Shanghai  Mint's 
“Memory'  medal 


The  Shanghai  Mint  has  struck  a 
limited  edition  series  of  “Shang- 
hai Memory”  silver  and  gold 
medals  to  commemorate  the  70th 
anniversary  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Designated  Area  For 
Stateless  Refugees,  commonly 
known  as  “the  Shanghai  Ghetto” 
or  “Hongkew  Ghetto.” 

That  area  in  Shanghai  became  a 
temporary  home  for  an  estimated 
20,000  Jewish  refugees  who 
safely  escaped  from  the  Nazi 
onslaught  during  the  World  War 
II  Holocaust. 

“This  is  the  first  time  any  of- 
ficial China  mint  has  ever  pro- 
duced numismatic  items  with  a 
theme  related  to  Jewish  history,” 


said  Danny  Spungen,  president 
of  Why  Not  Collectibles  of  Lin- 
colnshire, 111. 

“The  design  of  the  medals  is 
filled  with  symbolism  related 
to  the  humanitarian  efforts  by 
China  to  offer  safe  refuge  for 
those  who  fled  Europe  starting  in 
the  1930s,”  Spungen  said.  He  has 
been  involved  with  the  planning 
of  the  project  for  the  past  three 
years  after  an  initial  meeting 
with  Shanghai  Mint  officials  in 
December  20 1 0. 

The  medals  are  composed  of 
.999  fine  gold  or  silver  and  have 
been  struck  in  sizes  of  one-ounce 
silver,  one-ounce  gold  and  five- 
ounce  gold. 

Continued 
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WWII  HITS  FAR  EAST,  EXODUS  ENSUES 


A street  scene  from  the  Shanghai  Ghetto  in  1943. 


Continued 

Each  medal  is  individually 
etched  with  its  limited  edition 
number.  The  mintages  are  only 
36  for  the  five-ounces  gold,  570 
for  the  one-ounce  gold  and  5,773 
for  the  one-ounce  silver.  In  the 
Jewish  calendar,  5773  is  the  cur- 
rent year. 

Each  medal  also  is  accompa- 
nied by  a Shanghai  Mint  certifi- 
cate of  authenticity  written  in 
both  Chinese  and  English. 

The  medals  were  designed  by 
engraver  “Rocky”  Zhao  who  has 
created  designs  for  more  than  40 
Chinese  commemorative  coins 
and  medals,  including  the  2008 
Beijing  Olympics  commemora- 
tive 10  Yuan,  201  1 gold  Panda 
and  next  year’s  2014  gold  Panda. 
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The  front  of  the  new  Shanghai 
medal  depicts  a street  scene  with 
a Chinese  lady  holding  an  um- 
brella over  a young  girl  who  is 
holding  a toy  panda. 

The  medal’s  back  side  has  a 
harbor  scene  with  the  SS  Conte 
Biancamano  (one  the  steamer 
ships  that  carried  refugees  from 
Europe),  the  Bund  business 
district  and  the  words,  Shanghai 
Memory.  Birds  in  the  sky  over 
the  harbor  fly  in  a formation  that 
resembles  the  number,  70,  to 
represent  the  70th  anniversary  of 
the  Shanghai  Ghetto. 

The  little  girl,  “Sara,”  repre- 
sents a young  Jewish  refugee,  the 
panda  she  holds  is  a symbol  of 
China  and  the  woman  with  the 

Continued 


20,000  REFUGEES  CROWDED  GHETTO 


Image  courtesy  ChinaExPat.com 

Jewish  refugees  shown  relocating  to  the  Hongkew  Ghetto  in  Shanghai,  China,  in  1943. 


Continued 

umbrella  is  symbolic  of  China 
offering  kindness  in  sheltering 
the  refugees. 

A mezuzah,  a small  parchment 
with  a Biblical  passage  housed 
in  a small  case  and  traditionally 
placed  by  Jews  on  doorposts  of 
their  homes,  can  been  seen  on  a 
doorway  to  the  left  of  the  child. 
The  address  on  a door  to  the 
left  of  the  Chinese  lady  is  1943, 
symbolic  of  the  year  the  District 
opened  to  the  refugees. 

A small  scroll  in  English  and 
Chinese  that  accompanies  each 
medal  has  an  explanation  of 
some  of  the  symbolism  written 
by  Xu  Xin,  a Nanjing  University 


Professor  of  Jewish  Studies. 

The  medals  and  scroll  are 
housed  in  a wood  box  with  a 
glass  top  representing  the  story 
of  Kristallnacht , “The  Night 
of  Broken  Glass,”  in  1938  that 
escalated  the  flight  of  Jewish 
refugees  out  of  Nazi  Germany 
and  Austria  as  described  on  an 
accompanying  certificate  written 
by  the  Center  of  Jewish  Studies 
Shanghai,  mi 

For  more  information  about  the 
Shanghai  Memory  medals,  go  to 
www.  WhyNotCollectibles.  com/Chi  n- 
aFirst,  or  contact  Danny  Spungen  at 
danny@whynotcollectibles.com 


37 


Remembering  Shanghai 

By  CHAYA  SMALL 


For  me  the  nightmare 
began  when  I was 
seven  years  old  1939. 

My  father,  Rabbi  Samuel 
Walkin,  was  forced  to  flee 
our  home  in  Belarus  under 
the  threat  of  arrest. 

My  father  attempted 
to  reach  Vilna  where  his 
brother  lived.  It  was  not  long  after 
the  rest  of  the  family  (my  mother, 
sister  and  brother)  were  hidden  in 
the  back  of  a wagon  and  traveled 
through  the  forests  (obviously  roads 
were  unsafe  for  the  Jews)  with  little 
food  and  minimal  shelter  from  the 
winter  elements  to  meet  my  father. 

Luckily  my  father  was  able  to 
secure  exit  visas  to  Curacao  from 
Japanese  council  and  righteous  gen- 
tile, Chiune  Sugihara. 

We  boarded  the  Trans  Siberian 
Railroad  from  Moscow  to  Vladivo- 
stok, a distance  of  5,778  miles.  The 
mood  on  the  train  for  two  weeks  was 
one  of  fear  and  insecurity. 

We,  the  children,  were  cautioned 
not  to  talk  to  anyone.  The  packed 
trains  were  guarded  by  the  soldiers. 

Arriving  in  Vladivostok,  we 
boarded  a boat  for  Kobe,  Japan.  We 
arrived  early  morning;  both  Japanese 
men  and  women  were  welcoming  us 
by  tossing  tangerines  in  the  waters, 
but  we  were  afraid  they  might  want 
to  poison  us.  The  refugees  were 


given  housing.  The  mar- 
kets were  full  of  fruits  and 
vegetable  and  we  marveled 
at  the  gracious  manners 
and  dignity  of  the  Japa- 
nese. 

The  children  were  en- 
rolled in  a Japanese  school; 
we  picked  up  the  language 
and  writing  very  quickly. 

Within  the  year,  we  were  shipped 
to  Shanghai.  Life  in  Shanghai  was 
hard  and  brutal,  but  we  were  neither 
slaughtered  nor  exterminated. 

We  tried  to  make  our  lives  as 
normal  as  possible.  We  had  our  own 
newspapers,  theater,  restaurants, 
cultural  centers,  religious  centers,  ko- 
sher food,  our  own  tailors  and  shoe 
makers,  which  were  all  in  the  Ghetto. 

It  was  a society  within  a society. 

My  schooling  was  at  the  Shanghai 
Jewish  School,  the  Kadoorie  school, 
and  then  I also  went  to  Bais  Yaakova 
Religious  School.  Our  curriculum 
was  highly  advanced. 

In  1 943  the  Americans  bombed 
Shanghai  several  times. 

I remember  an  air  raid  going  off  in 
school.  There  was  not  enough  time  to 
run  to  the  shelter,  so  we  all  crawled 
under  our  desk,  and  covered  our 
heads. 

Some  of  us  got  up,  some  did  not.  r m 

Chaya  Sma/ls  recollection 
courtesy  Spungen  Family  Foundation. 
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At  last  there  is  a coin  dealer  in  the  USA  that  will 
help  you  acquire  new  silver  and  gold  coins,  and 
medals  from  Israel—  officially  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  and  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 


Modem  Coin  Wholesale  offers  you  low  prices, 
complimented  by  fast  and  friendly  service. 


Modern  Coin  Wholesale 

You  are  invited  to  call  (855)  907-2646,  email 
sales@moderncoinwholesale.com,  visit 
www.moderncoinwholesale.com,  or  write  to 
us  at  Modern  Coin  Wholesale,  Post  Office  Box 
110159,  Lakewood  Ranch,  FL  34211.  Please 
indicate  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Shekel. 
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DEGGENDORE 

DOLLARS 


By  Robert  Messing 


One  never  knows  where  one 
will  come  across  a Jewish 
numismatic  treasure.  I have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  find  ancient 
Judaic  coins  on  Mount  Zion  in  Jeru- 
salem and  in  the  old  Roman  Harbor 
in  Caesaria. 

In  both  of  those  places,  my 
prospects  of  finding  something  of 
interest  were  pretty  good.  Howev- 
er, when  I attended  the  Jewish  Book 
Council  awards  ceremony  in  May 
2013,  Jewish  numismatics  was  not 
on  my  radar  scope. 

The  event  was  held  at  the  Leo 
Baeck  Institute  on  West  16th  Street 
in  New  York  City.  During  the  cock- 
tail hour,  I was  circulating  around 
the  Institute  with  a drink  in  one 


Image  courtesy  Robert  Messing 
The  front  of  a one-dollar  Deggendorf  note. 

hand  and  a falafel  pita  and  humus 
sandwich  in  the  other  looking  at 
the  various  display  cases  when  one 
caught  my  eye. 

Among  other  items  in  the  case 
were  two  small  pieces  of  pink  col- 
ored paper  with  blue  borders.  One 
said  “One  Dollar,  Deggendorf,  Jew- 
ish Community,  Treasurer”.  The 
second  note  had  the  same  verbiage 
but  the  denomination  was  Five 
dollars.  Both  notes  had  signatures 
and  what  appeared  to  be  one  or  two 
circular  hand  stamps.  The  stamps 
said,  “Jewish  Committee,  D.  R 
Camp  7,  Deggendorf’  in  red  ink. 

Continued 
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notes  issued  for  post-WWII  camp 


TWENTY  FIVE  CENTS 


ONE  DOLLAR 


1 1 

Image  courtesy  Robert  Messing 

Top:  The  Deggendorf  twenty-five  cent  note  has  an  intricate  border  designed  to  foil  coun- 
terfeiters. Middle  and  Above:  The  back  of  the  twenty-five  cent  and  one  dollar  Deggendorf 


notes  display  the  clean  design  characteristic 
World  War  II  Displaced  Persons  camp. 

Continued 

I was  completely  surprised 
because  I knew  nothing  about  this 
currency.  However,  one  of  the 
nicest  parts  of  collecting  is  that  it 
causes  you  investigate,  do  research 
and  ultimately  increase  your  knowl- 
edge. When  I saw  those  two  notes, 

I knew  that  an  interesting  path  of 
discovery  lay  ahead.  This  is  what 
my  investigation  turned  up. 


of  all  the  Deggendorf  notesfrom  the  post- 


In  May  1945,  in  Europe  at  the  end 
of  World  War  II,  there  were  seven 
million  Displaced  Persons  (DPs). 
The  DPs  included  the  liberated 
slave  laborers,  prisoners  of  war  and 
inmates  of  concentration  camps. 
Camps  were  set  up  to  house  these 
DPs.  Deggendorf  was  one  of  these 
DP  camps  and  one  of  the  few,  if  not 
the  only,  DP  camps  that  had  its  own 
money. 
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Continued 


Clean,  clear  design  on  all  notes 


5 5 

0b  FIVE  DOLLARS 


Images  courtesy  Robert  Messing 

Top:  The  front  of  a Deggendotf Jewish  Community  five  dollar  note,  above:  Following  the 
same  design  principle,  the  hack  of' a Degge  n do  iff  v e-doll  ar  note. 


Continued 

From  May  to  December  1945, 
the  victorious  Allies  and  the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation 
Administration  (UNRRA)  success- 
fully repatriated  close  to  six  mil- 
lion non-Jewish  Displaced  Persons 
(DPs).  However,  there  were  one 
million  other  DPs  who  could  not  be 
quickly  repatriated. 

Among  this  group  were  200,000 
Jews.  They  could  not  return  to  their 
homes  either  because  their  homes 
were  destroyed  or  they  were  oc- 


cupied by  their  former  neighbors  or 
anti-Semitism  raged  in  their  native 
lands.  These  Jewish  DPs  called 
themselves  “Sh’erit  ha-Pletah” 
meaning  “Surviving  Remnant”. 

This  Hebrew  term  is  biblical  in 
origin  and  is  taken  from  the  books 
of  Chronicles,  Ezra  and  Nechemia. 
By  the  end  of  1945,  Jewish  DPs 
were  housed  in  exclusively  Jewish 
camps. 

These  camps  were  administered 
by  the  UNRRA  and  other  volun- 

Continued 


42 


10  CENT  NOTE  ISSUED  IN  ORANGE  INK 


Images  courtesy  Robert  Messing 

Above,  left:  The  Deggendorf  community’s  ten  cent  note  is  the  only  one  with  a different 
color  ink  on  the  front  and  back.  Above,  right:  The  back  of  the  Deggendorf  ten  cent  note 
has  the  same  design  as  the  other  notes  but  there  appears  to  be  more  bleed-through  of  the 
orange-colored  ink  on  the  paper  of  the  note  than  is  evident  with  the  blue-inked  notes. 


Continued 

tary  agencies  such  as  the  American 
Joint  Distribution  Committee  and 
the  Organization  for  Rehabilitation 
through  Training  (ORT). 

The  Deggendorf  camp  was  lo- 
cated in  Bavaria  in  the  American 
Occupied  Zone  of  Germany.  It  was 
established  in  1945  in  a former 
Wermacht  barracks.  Many  of  its 
inmates  were  survivors  from  the 
Theresienstadt  concentration  camp. 

Deggendorf  had  an  active  social 
life.  There  was  a kindergarten, 
elementary  and  Talmud  Torah 
(religious)  school.  Courses  taught 
by  ORT  in  the  camp  included  dental 
mechanics,  electrical  engineering, 
goldsmith  training,  leatherwork, 
millinery,  radio  technology,  nursing 
and  weaving. 

Since  very  few  countries  wanted 
these  Jews,  and  the  British  would 
not  let  them  go  to  Palestine,  many 
DPs  were  forced  to  remain  in  these 


camps  for  years.  The  large  scale 
exodus  of  DPs  from  Deggendorf 
and  the  other  DP  camps  began  in 
1948  whenthe  State  of  Israel  was 
born  and  the  DPs  were  welcomed. 
Deggendorf  finally  closed  in  June 
1949. 

In  conclusion,  if  someone  tells 
you  that  you  cannot  find  Jewish 
numismatic  treasures  with  a drink 
in  one  hand  and  a sandwich  in  the 
other,  just  refer  them  to  me. 

Regarding  the  Deggendorf  notes 
themselves,  according  to  Albert 
Pick  and  Carl  Siemsen  in  their 
book,  “ Das  Lagergeld  der  Konzen- 
trations-und  D.  P.  Lager  1933  - 
194T ’ ( Concentration  Camp  and D. 
P.  Camp  Scrip  1933  - 1947),  there 
were  seven  different  Deggendorf 
notes.  Their  denominations  are  five 
cents,  ten  cents,  twenty-five  cents, 
fifty  cents,  one  dollar,  five  dollars 
and  10  dollars. 
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Camp  seal  stamped  on  notes 
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n , deggendorfV.,71 
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FIVE  CENTS 
5 A 5n 


Images  courtesy  Robert  Messing 

Above,  left:  The  front  of  the  Deggendorf  community ’s  five  cent  note,  again  in  blue.  Above, 
left:  The  back  of  the  Deggendorf  community’s five-cent  note. 


Continued 

The  format  of  all  notes  are  simi- 
lar. They  are  pink  in  color.  The 
front  of  the  notes  have  a blue  bor- 
der and  the  lettering  is  in  blue.  (The 
ten-cent  note  has  an  orange  border 
and  orange  lettering.) 


The  wording  on  the  front  of  the 
notes  is  described  earlier  in  this 
article.  On  the  back  of  each  note, 
the  numeric  denomination  is  spelled 
out  in  the  center  with  the  numeric 
denomination  in  each  of  the  notes’ 
four  corners,  nu 


ANA  AWARDS  'THE  SHEKEL'  1ST  PLACE 

The  Shekel  was  honored  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
with  a First  Place,  2013  Outstanding 
Specialty  Numismatic  Publication 
at  the  August  20 1 3 World's  Fair  of 
Money  in  Chicago. 

Editor  Andrew  Perala  was  named 
on  the  plaque. 

“But  the  honor  really  belongs  to 
all  of  the  outstanding  writers  who  self- 
lessly contribute  news  and  feature  ar- 
ticles to  each  issue,”  Perala  said.  “And 
without  the  guidance  and  mentoring 
of  Mel  Wacks,  I would  be  completely 
unable  to  perform  my  duties.  It  is  a 
privilege  to  edit  The  Shekel , and  the 
task  itself  is  one  of  the  most  reward- 
ing positions  I’ve  had  in  my  journal- 
ism career.”roj 
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Yitzhak  Shamir 

HONORED  ON  MEDAL 


BY  YOSSI  AHIMEIR 


The  Israel  Coins  and  Medals 
Corporation  has  issued  a com- 
memorative medal  honoring  the  late 
Yitzhak  Shamir. 

Shamir,  the  seventh  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  Israel,  led  four  governments 
between  1983  and  1992.  Shamir  was 
first  elected  in  1983,  following  the 
retirement  of  Menachem  Begin. 

He  served  as  Vice-Premier  to 
Shimon  Peres  in  a national  unity 
government  from  September  1984  to 
October  1 986  as  part  of  a “rotation 
agreement”  between  the  Likud  and 
the  Labor  Alignment  ( Ma'arach ) 
parties. 

He  then  served  as  Prime  Minis- 
ter until  December  1988,  when  he 
formed  the  second  national  unity 
government.  Shamir  later  led  his 
fourth  government  (without  the 
Labor  Alignment)  from  June  1990  to 


Images  courtesy  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 
The  Prime  Minister  medal  honoring  the 
late  Yitzhak  Shamir. 

July  1992. 

The  “Prime  Minister”  medal  has 
been  issued  in  editions  of  gold  and 
silver,  with  180  gold  medals  avail- 
able and  1,800  silver.  The  gold 
medal  is  struck  in  .585  fine  gold  and 
at  24  mm  weighs  1 0 grams.  The 
silver  medal  is  struck  in  .925  ster- 
ling and  weighs  26  grams  at  37  mm. 
Tidhar  Dagan  designed  the  medal’s 
front  with  portrait;  Eliezer  Weishoff 
designed  the  medal’s  back.. 

The  front  of  the  medal  has  the 
portrait  of  Yitzhak  Shamir  with  an 
olive  branch  at  right.  Around  the 
border  to  the  left,  “Yitzhak  Shamir” 
is  inscribed  in  English  and  Hebrew. 

The  back  of  the  medals  has  the 

Continued 
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Shamir  part  of  Israel’s  foundation 


Continued 

the  words  “Prime  Minister  Medal” 
inscribed  in  English  and  Hebrew;  to 
the  right  is  the  Israel  State  Emblem 
and  above  it,  the  Flag  of  Israel. 

Yitzhak  Shamir  was  bom  Icchak 
Jeziemicky  on  October  22,  1915 
in  the  Polish  town  of  Ruzhany.  He 
immigrated  to  Eretz  Israel  in  1935 
where  he  joined  the  Zionist  paramili- 
tary IZL  organization,  later  joining 
the  Lehi  faction  when  the  organiza- 
tion split. 

It  was  Shamir,  known  by  his 
underground  code  name  “Michael,” 
who  rehabilitated  Lehi  following  the 
murder  of  its  leader  Avraham  ( Yair) 
Stem,  after  he  escaped  from  the 
Mizra  detention  camp. 

In  1 946  he  was  captured  and 
deported  to  Africa  but  escaped  yet 
again,  returning  to  Israel  within  days 
of  the  establishment  of  the  State. 

Yitzhak  Shamir  served  in  the 
Mossad  from  1955-1965,  establish- 
ing the  organization’s  operational 
infrastructure  in  Europe. 

He  joined  the  Herut  party  in  1969, 
where  he  was  elected  Chairman  of 
the  Party  Directorate  and  worked  to 
help  Soviet  Jewry.  Four  years  later 
he  was  elected  to  the  Knesset  as  a 
member  of  the  Likud. 

Following  the  elections  in  May 
1 977,  Shamir  became  the  Speaker  of 
the  Knesset,  presiding  over  the  his- 
toric speech  by  Egyptian  President 
Anwar  Sadat  in  1979.  In  1980  he 


... 

J 

M •' 


Image  courtesy  the  Knesset 
Yitzhak  Shamir,  1915-2012. 


was  appointed  as  the  Foreign  Minis- 
ter in  the  Begin  government. 

Shamir  also  served  as  the  Foreign 
Minister,  Minister  of  Defense,  Min- 
ister of  Labor  and  Welfare,  Minister 
of  Environmental  Protection  and 
Minister  for  Jerusalem  Affairs  in 
various  governments. 

Numerous  achievements  were 
made  under  the  leadership  of  Prime 
Minister  Shamir: 

• Some  1 million  new  immigrants 
were  absorbed  from  the  former  So- 
viet Union. 

• Operation  Solomon  was  conduct- 
ed, airlifting  14,000  Ethiopian  Jews 
in  a single  day. 

• Many  new  towns  and  villages 
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Shamirguided  Israel  with  vision 


Continued 

were  founded  throughout  Eretz 
Israel. 

• The  framework  for  strategic  co- 
operation between  the  United  States 
and  Israel  was  established. 

• Diplomatic  relations  were  es- 
tablished with  some  30  countries, 
including  China  and  India. 

• Political  initiatives  (including 
the  Madrid  Conference)  for  direct 
negotiations  with  Arab  nations  and 
the  Palestinians  were  undertaken. 

• Uncompromising  struggle  was 
waged  against  the  Intifada  and  the 
PLO. 

• Restrained  and  calculated  man- 
agement of  the  Gulf  War  crisis  and 
missile  attacks  against  Israel. 

• The  Israeli  economy  was  fur- 
thered to  growth  rates  of  5 to  6 
percent. 

• National  unity  was  promoted. 

Following  the  elections  to  the  13th 

Knesset  in  1992,  Shamir  served  as 
member  of  the  Knesset  opposition 
during  the  Rabin  government,  until 
retiring  from  political  life  in  1996. 

On  Independence  Day  2001, 
Yitzhak  Shamir  received  the  Israel 
Prize  for  his  lifetime  achievements 
and  special  contribution  to  society 
and  to  the  State  of  Israel  - “for  his 
relentless  fight  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  State  of  Israel  and  his 
prolonged  activity,  centering  upon 
the  State,  its  wellbeing,  safety  and 
wholeness,  undertaken  with  intermi- 
nable zeal,  love  and  dedication  for 


Image  courtesy  Israel  Philatelic  Society 
The  Israel  postal  stamp  honoring  Yitzhak 
Shamir  issued  in  May  2013 


his  people  and  his  homeland”. 

Yitzhak  Shamir  passed  away  on 
June  30,  2012  at  the  age  of  97.  He 
was  buried  in  the  State  Leaders’ 
section  of  Mount  Herzl  alongside  his 
wife  Shulamit,  who  died  the  previ- 
ous year,  nu 

Courtesy  Israel  Philatelic  Sendee.  Used 
with  permission.  The  author  is  Direc- 
tor of  the  Jabotinsky  Institute  in  Israel 
and  a former  director  in  Prime  Minister 
Shamir  s Bureau. 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  reading  the  entertaining  and  informative  articles  in  ... 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 

Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email 

I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Israel)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/lsrael)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

_ Visa  __  MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 


48 


No  1 Guido  lor  Paper  Monoy  Collectors 


X NUM  IS  MASTER  com 

I’OYVl  RID  BY  KRAUSE  PUBUCA1  IONS 


12th  edition  offers 
25.000+  listings 


FUN  show  ai 

Henuge  to  offer  Mile 


World  Coin  News 


GET  STARTED:  what  you  need  to  k 


ktause  publications 


Hotel  space  lilting 
up  lor  CPMX 


= Numismatic  News  I 


Will  the  British 
mint  be  sold? 


The  Complete  Information  Source  lor  Coin  Collectors 


Stubby  D mark 
on  dollar's  edge 
really  Peg  Leg  P 


Complete  guide  to  U.S. 


taijasy 


S-mint's 
first  coins 


THE  HOBBY  LEADER  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  NUMISMATICS 

Krause  publications 


MAGAZINES 

Our  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News,  World 
Coin  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Coins,  and 
Coin  Prices. 

BOOKS  & CDs 

Our  expert  price  analysts  and  renowned 
authors  provide  must-have  reference  books 
like  the  Standard  Catalog  line  of  world  coin 
and  paper  money  books,  as  well  as  Modern 
Commemorative  Coins  and  North  American 
Coins  & Prices.  Plus,  we  provide  many  of 
our  references  in  CD  format  for  you  to  use 
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ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  is  your  site  for  the  latest 
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popular  coin  columns,  and  online  pricing  for 
your  coins.  In  addition,  ShopNumisMaster.com 
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SHOWS 
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ENJOY  THE  SHEKEL  SPECIAL! 
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